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In the Jalgaon taluq of Rerar they were imposed on account of
agrarian disturbances, which .were the result of acute tension between the
local agriculturists and Marwari money-lenders. In many cases faction
disputes were responsible, sometimes complicated as at Bela in the Nagpur
district and Shirala in the Amraoti district by communal cleavage. The
department has found the imposition of punitive police effective but
decidedly unpopular. The local Government considered the question of
imposing them on Nagpur town after the communal riots of September 1927
which clearly demonstrated the inadequacy of the normal police staff to
cope with such a serious and widespread disturbance. Government world
unquestionably have had to withstand much criticism if punitive police had
been imposed as the Council subsequently in March 1928 did not admit the
necessity of increasing the Special Armed Force to strengthen the hands of
the local police against such emergencies. But the decision not to impose
punitive police, in this instance, was not arrived at in deference to public
opinion but because the length of time that elapsed between the riots and
the consideration of the proposal exceeded the period within which the
proposal could have been legally sanctioned under section 15 of the Police
Act, and hence the proposal automatically became invalid. The burden
has been shifted from the local to the general tax-payer by the increase in
the Special Armed Force.